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The children of Matanyaõs Hope have dreams   -  they need sponsors to help them achieve. 

Without you, the children featured in this newsletterñand othersñwill continue to live in  

almost incomprehensible conditions.   
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TULITO LENJIRñ 7th grade   

CAREER GOAL: Doctor 

For Tulito, there is rarely food.  

He wakes hungry and has to walk 

approximately 10 miles, 

barefooted to school.  There is no 

water for a bath.  He sleeps on a 

bed of hardened cow hide and sticks without a 

blanket.  By sponsoring Tulito, he will go to a good 

boarding school and will be well cared for as he 

learns. 

JANET WATIRI ñ5th grade       

CAREER GOAL: Math Teacher 

Janet often goes days without food.  

Her mum kept her home from 

school to cook, clean and look after 

her younger sister.   Our team met 

Janet in 2010 in the drought stricken area of 

Matanya.  Her story was so painful that we begged 

a boarding academy to take her while we looked 

for a sponsor.  Janet is performing well, getting a 

98% in Math.  She needs a sponsor desperately..   

JOHN MWANGIñ9th grade  

CAREER GOAL:  Engineer 

John Mwangi was left behind by a 

Mum he loved. He was hungry 

and alone. òI dreamt of being like 

the  children in school.  I have no 

blanket or even soap to wash 

with.ó  In 2007 a Matanyaõs Hope 

donor helped us place John in a 

boarding school.  He  excelled there and  ranked 

top in position.  But today, this orphan boy needs 

your help.       See more on page 6                      

HOW TO SPONSOR A CHILD  

Through Matanyaõs Hope             

It costs: Less than a pizza/movie 

night out every month to CHANGE 

THE LIFE OF A CHILD. $75 a 

month includes BOARDING 

SCHOOL tuition, room & board, 2 

hot meals a day, class trips, school supplies, 

uniform, shoes, transport, guidance, medical  & 

more.   MEET ISAAC GITUTHUñURGENT Please 

Sponsor this boy (pictured).                     

RITA AISHAñ7th Grade        

CAREER GOAL:   Counselor  

Rita Aisha was abandoned at 18 

months old by her mother who 

died from  HIV/AIDS.  She was 

taken in and kept home to clean 

house.  Aisha cried when other 

children went to school, wanting 

desperately to join them for learning.  She found 

refuge in playing with the monkeys who 

scavenged near her home in Mombassaõs poor 

section of town.  Your sponsorship will go far for 

this determined child.  See more, page 6. 

MARY GACHIRI ñ5th Grade       

òAfter my father died, we were 

chased away from our home & we 

lived on the streets for many 

months. Then an old grandfather 

took us in.  Now he died. We fear it 

will be impossible to pay for my 

school fees.ó I need a uniform, shoes and pencils.  

If you please sponsor me, I will not let you down. ò        

GRACE BULIMUñ9th grade  CAREER GOAL:  

Surgeon 

Grace is an òAó student and wants 

to become a leading doctor in her 

country Kenya.  òI want to help the 

poor people who otherwise have no 

medical care and often die from 

simple diseases that are easy to 

cure.ó  òWhen my father lost his job, I was unable 

to continue school.  I thank Matanyaõs Hope for 

coming to my aid.   

  

HOW YOU CAN HELP 
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(708) 822-HOPE (4673) 
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Most often 

when we 

hear a mom 

speaking of 

her children, 

she is 

speaking of 

the kids who 

reside at 

homeñor her 

children who 

have already 

grown and are 

maybe even 

starting 

families of 

their own.  But 

the mom in 

this story is 

quite different.  

Her name is 

Gail, and 2 of 

her precious 

sons live in 

Kenya.  

Theyõve never 

met but the 

love between 

the dynamic 

trio is 

remarkable! 

Gail sponsors Martin and Daniel, 2 

orphan boys who do, in fact, call her 

MOM.  For these boys, Gail is the blessing 

theyõve prayed for.  The children, 

including their 2 other siblings, Grace and 

Kelvin, lost their biological mother several 

years ago to a heartbreaking roadside 

accident.  She was the familyõs pillar; she 

was the cook, the laundress, the 

disciplinarian, and the one who always 

knew how to make boo booõs of life go 

away...until the her untimely deathñ

something impossible to fix.  

Gail heard of Matanyaõs Hope several 

years ago after she heard a piece about it 

on the radio. She was looking for a way to 

share her blessings in life and as she will 

explain,  òI fell in love with the idea of 

sponsoring a childó. Gail told us, òI work  

in a library and I just canõt imagine a child 

not having the ability to readñor even 

worse, being able but not having even a 

single book to curl up with.ó   

Martin was the first of the boys Gail 

sponsored.  He was just in 8th grade and 

was determined to make it in life.  Martin 

envisioned himself 

becoming the best engineer in all of 

Kenya.  But on one fateful day, he was 

told by his father that òthe family can not 

support sending you to high school.  You 

must work in the fields to help me send 

your younger siblings to school.ó  Martin 

reports that he honored his fatherõs 

words and it was only when he retreated  

to his bedroom that he cried bitter tears.  

òI did not understand why this would 

happen to me.  I felt hopeless.  Then days  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

later, I found out that Gail sponsored me 

through Matanyaõs Hope.  I fell to the 

ground and thanked God for this 

miracle!ó   

The 4 children and their father live in a 

small wood framed, dirt floored home.   

Items such as milk, soap and flour 

remain luxuries and are not often 

available.  Often the family must go to 

sleep without dinner and start the next 

day without breakfast.  òI can not imagine 

the kind of hunger that these children 

face every day in Kenya.ó Gail says.  

Approximately  30,000 children will die of 

hunger this year in sub-Saharan Africa. 

Thatõs 30,000 too many. 

Through the sponsorship of Martin and 

Daniel, Gail Scott has been able to 

encourage the boys through letters and 

small gifts sent to them during annual 

missionsñletting them know they are 

loved.  òWe donõt have to know each 

other to reach out and careéwe just have 

to, act. 
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òI became acquainted with 

Mantanyaõs Hope in August of 

2007, and feel that my life has 

changed through my interaction 

with them. I have been very 

moved by Ms. Michelle Starkõs 

dedication to help the 

improvished children of Kenya 

achieve an education, which is 

likely their only real way out of the 

poverty that engulfs them every 

day.  We began monthly 

donations in August, and have 

continued because we believe in 

this cause. We often complain 

about our lot in life, and yet it is 

nothing compared to what the  

Kenyan people live with. It is hard 

to believe that a girl at 14 or 15 

years of age, can still be sold for a 

cow to an older man and have to 

be his wife.  

 

We so believe in this mission and 

consequently, sent our college 

daughter to represent  our family 

in Kenya in August 2008, after 

our son died in April. Her mission 

was to bring hope to the children 

of Kenya, and to meet the 

scholarship recipients who were 

given assistance in the name of 

our son, Aleksas.  When we 

picked her up from the airport, we 

were so moved, that my husband 

and I both decided to dedicate 

our time for several weeks during 

the coming  summer to help 

people through the means of our 

professions. 

 

It is my hope that you see the 

vision that is possible through 

your donations.  We are so happy 

that we have the ability to help 

these people who have nothing, 

to have joy and a belief in the 

future.ó 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The featured letter  òWhy I 

support Matanyaõs Hopeó was 

written by  

A loving Matanyaõs Hope 

Sponsor 

SPONSORS SPEAK: WHY I SUPPORT MANTANYAõS HOPE 
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òWhat we do today defines our 

destiny tomorrow.  We can make 

our lives examples or we can 

make them warnings to others.   

Our opportunity is now.  I will not 

disappoint Matanyaõs Hope or my 

sponsors in all of my days.  

Education is my hope.ó 

Patrick Muriuki,                      

Matanyaõs Hope                   

Sponsored Student. 



In June of 2005, in the small, rural based school of Matanya 

Primary, God placed before me a boy whoõs name no one 

seemed to know.  He was barefooted, dressed in oversized, 

tattered clothes and a white turban.  He stood out - even in 

the crowd of 250 other barefooted, impoverished students.  I 

could not help but notice : His brows furled and his mouth 

seemed to grimace from hungerõs all too real presence.  

When I asked who he was, I was told, òI donõt know.  He 

rarely comes to school.ó  It was after 6 months of incredible 

perseverence, that I finally learned our boy had a name:  

Thomas Muriithi.  òHe is an orphanó, the teachers told me by 

mail.  òHe sleeps on a dirt floor and lives with his old, jobless 

grandmother.ó   

Without knowing how else to help, I bought Thomas a bed, 

mattress, sheets and a blanket.   

The next thing I know, he began coming to Matanya Primaryña 

rural day schoolñevery day.  He voluntarily showed up early to 

help the younger students and to clean the compound!  òI want 

to become a teacheró, he told me òI want to help the 

impoverished children like me have a chance for a better life.ó 

In 2008 Thomas was blessed through Matanyaõs Hope donors 

to attend Victory Academy boarding school where he was 

nurtured, counseled, educated and loved by student and staff 

alike.  He quickly rose to the top of his class and became a big brother to those younger than him, filling them 

with encouragement and love.  The painfully hungry boy of just 2 years back was now a model student and in 

2010 he graduated 8th grade with honors!      

He writes in a letter,òYouõve changed my life from nothing to something.  I love you.ó   

Thomas has been accepted to one of Kenyaõs top performing high schools and is determined to make it in life.  

He prays with all of his heart and soul that there is someone who will help him get there.   

Thomas is seeking for our help.  Being orphaned is painful.  If you or anyone you know would like to sponsor this 

bright, loving, talented and determined student, please contact Matanyaõs Hope: www.matanyashope.org  

òYOUõVE CHANGED MY LIFE FROM NOTHING TO SOMETHING.ó   
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Thomas is an orphan.  He needs our help. 

To fully or partially sponsor Thomas, please call Matanyaõs Hope (708) 822-HOPE (4673)  

Thomasñ2005 

Thomasñ2010  



RITA AISHA   Just moments ago, Aisha was sponsored!  Thank you Stacy & Diane!                     

Rita Aishaõs smile is infectious, but inside, this precious child wrestles with many questions surrounding 

the world sheõs known: abandonment, hurt, pain, & hope.  This wise child has an uncanny determination to 

make it in this world.   

At 18 months old, Rita Aisha was abandoned by her single motherñwho died soon after from HIV / AIDS.   

She was given shelter by a government employee who kept Aisha at home while she went on to school her 

other natural born children.  When Aisha reached school age herself, her guardian claimed that she did not 

have the money to send Aisha to school.  Aisha watched them walked past her window every day on their 

way to their schools and spent her days crying and praying for the day that she, too, would have the chance 

to go to school like them.  This beautiful girl desperately wants to be loved and valued.   She is bright and 

introspective and she dreams of developing her talents to help others in this world who  suffer from similar injustices.  

òI want to grow up to serve others in Kenya with transparency, wisdom and kindness  until there are no more forogotten 

children in my country.ó  

Aisha is in 7th grade and has an iexceptional understanding of humanity.  She is determined to become a valuable member of society 

when she grows up.  Personally, I would not be surprised if Aisha becomes the voice that heals the nationõs lost and forgotten 

children.   

It takes one act of kindness to change this world for the better.  Please consider sponsoring Aisha.  With your support, she can 

continue to learn that she is, indeed, a valuable person in this world. 

òI want to become a person who brings hope to others in this world.ó    Aisha   

JOHN MWANGI MAINAñORPHAN 

Johnõs mother died when he was just a little boy.  He had to grow up quickly with his new life demanding 

that he take on the responsibilities of the house, providing food if he was to eat.  He had to fill the role of 

the caregiver for his ailing father, cooking and cleaning and often missing school in order to help at 

home.      

When I first interviewed John, he told us: òI lack school provisions such as soap, toothbrush, toothpaste, 

writing instruments, hair and skin oil, and other school supplies most of the time because there is no one 

to help provide me the money.  I lost hope in life until Matanyaõs Hope paved the way for me to be in 

school. ò   

Today this bright academic performer shares: òNow I wonder what will come of me?  Sometimes, I 

can not sleep because I know without my education, I have nothing left in this world.  Please if you continue to sponsor 

me, I shall promise to make you proud.  I would like to proceed with my education through university level if I get 

someone to help.  I would like to become a doctor so that I can help the poor people of my community and my country 

Kenya.ó 

John Mwnangi Maina has several hobbies including reading the bible and reading novels to help him with composition and speaking 

English.  He enjoys football (soccer) when he has free time to play.   Your Donation makes a real difference. 

Please consider lifting the veil of poverty and hopelessness from this child by sponsoring John Mwangi today.  It is the 

best gift you can give; SPONSORSHIP will send John Mwangi to school.  Show him there is hope for a bright future.   

F E A T U R E D  C H I L D R E N 
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ñI CANNOT FATHOM SCHOOL WITHOUT MATANYA`S HOPE " 

 

When I opened Victory Academy in January 2003 to educate and care for the poor children, I kept comforting myself that 
one day along the way my dream of finding sponsors for these children shall come true. My hopes were kept alive by an 
inside force that kept urging me not to give up! I never gave up! After 4 years of agonizing days and nights, I learnt of the 
existence of an organization called Matanya`s Hope through my friend Rotarian Arthur Stark. When I told him what I was 
doing with my school, Victory Academy, he expressed the need to his daughter Michelle Stark and very soon we 

connected.  Through numerous emails we established a cordial working relationship.  

 

Since 2006, Matanya`s Hope has completely changed the lives of many children from hopelessness to vibrant hope by 
the promise of a better future and the provisions of school fess, school uniforms, shoes, blankets, school supplies and 

toiletries (also needed by impossible for the poor to afford).                                                                                                                                                              

 
Before my encounter with Michelle Stark, founder and President of Matanya`s Hope, life was just a misery for these 
children. Many had dropped from school because their parents had died of HIV/AIDS and there was no one to take care 
of them.  Others were under the care of very old and poor grandparents. Getting the basic necessities such as food, 
clothes, and blankets to cover themselves from the cold nights éeven soap to wash their bodies was a big nightmare for 
them.  
 
Today the children are different. They are guaranteed that their fees will be paid by Matanya`s Hope at every beginning 
of the school term.  Their uniform and school supplies are also all paid for by Matanyaôs Hope, leaving the children to go 

on learning like any other well provided for child in their school.  

 

Matanya`s Hope has also helped the most needy families by constructing houses for them and by providing cows, 
chickens and goats to those who can benefit from livestock. These animals go along way to improve the incomes of the  

families and also to supplement the diets of the families, hence giving hope for a better tomorrow.  

 

ñLONG LIVE MATANYA`S HOPE"  

You have really LOVED those who didnôt know any love because there was no one to love them; you have given HOPE to the 

hopelessness when they didnôt have any; you have built FAITH in those who didnôt have any in themselves!!ò 

Thank you. 
Julius Gatobu 
Director, Victory Academy 
Coordinator, Matanyaôs Hope - Meru Region, Kenya. 

òA MIND IS A TERRIBLE THING TO WASTE!ó 

L E T T E R  F R O M  S C H O O L  D I R E C T O R ,  J U L I U S  G A T OB U 

V I C T O R Y  A C A D E M Y    M E R UñK E N Y A 
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W H A T  S P O N S O R I N G  A  C H I L D  M E A N S  T O  M E 

B Y  D R .  K A T H E R I N E  M  HO W A R D 

Page 8 

A parent worries about their children - taking care of them and preparing them for the future.  Parents want to 

be sure that their children have the education and skills they need to be able to take care of themselves and, 

perhaps, a family of their own.  As a single mother to three children living in the United States, I can 

appreciate the financial challenges that can be present.  It feels like I am always fretting over bills and 

wondering how to make the money last until the end of the month.                                                                           

 

My three children have never gone to bed hungry unless they were protesting the dinner I made.  Even then, 

they always had the option of making a peanut butter and jelly sandwich.  They have enjoyed a variety of 

fresh fruits and vegetables each day as well as healthy protein.  They have always been able to go to the 

faucet and drink as much clean water as they desired.  There has always been hot water to take a daily bath 

(although they often protested the bathing ritual when they were younger).  My three children have always 

had clean clothes to wear.  They have slept with their heads on a pillow, wrapped in a blanket, on a soft bed 

every night of their lives.  They have gone to school with backpacks full of supplies. 

 

A few years back two more children came into my life.  They live in Kenya, East Africa.  Neither one has a 

parent to take care of them.  One of the boys and his brother are being cared for by a very old grandmother 

who struggles to simply care for herself.  I have had the opportunity to get to know these young men through 

the Matanyaõs Hope Sponsorship Program. 

 

At first glance, sponsoring might seem to be about the money.  I mailed off a check and, somewhere in Africa, 

a child went to school.  I felt good about my actions.  However, the remote detachment ended when I 

received my first letter from John.  His words shared his dreams and expressed gratitude that he now had an 

opportunity to make those dreams a reality.  I became connected to this young man.  I had no idea how 

strong that connection would become for me and for my children.  Through mission trip video, personal 

letters, updates from Michelle, I have grown to appreciate the challenges faced by these young men.  As 

young children, they did not know when they would eat.  Their next meal might be days from their last meal.  

Water was dirty when it could be obtained.  Their nights were spent on dirt floors or a pile of dried grasses; 

sharing a blanket when they were lucky.  The clothes they wore were the only ones they owned. 

 

Sponsorship changed the lives of these boys.  Sponsorship gave them hope and made them feel loved and 

cared for.  Sponsorship also changed me.  I joined the Board of Directors for Matanyaõs Hope.  I often think 

about how very different the lives of children here are compared to in Africa.  The boys in Africa have changed 

all of us.  My daughter is now in college and wants to become a doctor 

and work in Africa.  My sons have an awareness of the world that comes 

from John in Kenya. 

 

Someone asked me what it means to sponsor a childé  First is the 

knowledge that sponsoring meant that I was providing for the very basic 

needs ð food, clothing and education.  Being a sponsor involves more 

than just providing the basics.  I realized that my sponsorship was 

providing hope to a child.  Being a sponsor opened my eyes as well as 

my heart.  Someday, during a mission trip, I will meet these two boys of 

mine and I will thank them for giving me so much.  I started as a sponsor 

to a child in Africa and somewhere along the way, we became family. 

(708) 822-HOPE (4673) 
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mstark@matanyashope.org 
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   HUMANITARIAN SAFARI  

Come join Matanyaõs Hope on their 2011 Humanitarian Mission to Kenya. 

You will cross the equator, drive along the Great Rift Valley, and turn your 

eyes to the famous Maasai Mara, featured on Animal Planet, National 

Geographic and so many other nature channels. You will have wonderful 

opportunities to get to know people from each area with invitations to join 

them for tea, song, and sometimes for a meal. You will be invited to learn the 

ways of the nomadic Maasai people who herd their cattle amongst the 

mighty beasts, including the big cats of the savannah. At dusk and dawn the 

sun dapples the landscape with powerful colors while the birds seronade in 

song.  Nights bring ebony skies, twinkling lights and the calls of the 

wildé.where the eyes of wildebeest look like a thousand peaceful stars lining  

the horizon. The famous parks and reserves of the Maasai Mara mark you as a great explorer while the children find a way into 

your heart forever. There is something about this trip that can make you forget all of your own sorrows and can instead 

encourage you to follow your heart as we help the needy in this very different, remote world. One Child at a Time, you will 

become a part of the change.  For general information about Kenya please see our website: www.matanyashope.org.   

 

YOUR HUMANITARIAN SAFARI INCLUDES:  

Private ground transportation to each of our East African destinations 

Family accomodations throughout (with occasional hotel stays if needed) 

Breakfast and dinner with host families along with restaurant dining interspersed 

Lunch - Experience an array of Kenyan flavors and culture varying with each 

day's location 

Wildlife viewing in fully equipped Kenyan Safari vehicle ( be sure to have 

your camera!) 

Accompanyment by Michelle Stark, founder of Matanyaõs Hope, who will 

personally introduce you to customs and culture along the way 

Hands on work/experience with the children of Matanyasõ Hope 

Visits to some of Matanyaõs Hope supported schools where children perform 

in their tribal or country tongue and native customs.  

A personal meeting with your sponsored child(ren) and perhaps with their 

family /village as well.  

An opportunity to sponsor a child 

An opportunity to distribute school supplies, clothing, shoes, toothbrushes/toothpaste, etc. to children in need. 

An opportunity to participate in building a home for a family in need 

An opportunity to stay on and participate in further mission activities 

A taste of Safari including 2 days of Safari Park Entry Fees 

 

HOW TO BOOK: 

FILL OUT THE RESERVATION FORM ON PAGES 12 & 13 & RETURN IT WITH 

YOUR DEPOSIT of $750 PER PERSON BY MAY 11 TO: 

Mission 2011ñMatanyaõs Hope 

PO Box 562 

Homewood, IL 60430 
 

Include your non-refundable deposit of $750 per person 

Final Payment of $750 is due June 1 unless otherwise arranged.   

 

For further questions call Michelle Stark at:  (708) 822-HOPE (4673)  

JOIN MATANYAõS HOPE F O R  O U R  M I S S I O N  T R I P T O  

K E N Y Añ2 0 1 1  
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